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mits herselt as to these last, disparage her credit in proportion as
they sully her digaity. | , | .
We therelore earnestly appeal to this house to prove itself.the
guardian of its own faith and true honor ip refusing the violent action
in which 1t is sought to involve the Siate by the adverse report. ,
If excessive charges lave been made, let the aggressed parties as-
certain therr rights, and thus receive iy redress in a court of juse
ice, by the ordinary judicial proceedings, 10 the test of which all
«corporate as well as individual petitioners may with the same case e
be brought; and all that need e done of ought to be done in the
cases or issues here involved, may be effvcted by individual suits
which will determine how far the company has correctly interpreted
iis privileges—let not errors of Opinion or occasional 1rtegularities,
neither authorised nor permitted by corporate sanction, be suffered’
by the State to form t'e materials of destruction, and to lay in ruins
a stupendous work, and vindictively seal the doom of a spirited and
useful corporation; loosing sight of, i process against President and
Dicectors, the 1nierests ot the numerous individuals who are stock.
holders in this company, many of them orphans and unprotected fe
males, citizens of te S:ate, and as such entitled to your regard; for
surely by hecoming siockholders in a company, we would not infer
that they had forfeiied their allegiance, or weakened their ¢laims for |
protection and justice, which the Siate is bound, by interest as wed] |
as honor, to extend to all. _ |
In addition to all that has been urged already, we should pender
"well what might be the effect of our legislation upon the two other !
soverelyn States who are parties o the incorporation of this great
improvement; one of which (Pennsylvauia) has located within her
territory some of Maryland’s most gigantic and important works,
the interests of. which might be more or less affected by the prece-
deat sought 10 be estahlished by ourseives in 1he course ot legisla-
ion recommended and proposed by the report of the mejority.
- All ol which is most respectfully submitted. | ‘
| JOSEPH F. SHAW, i
JAS. L. RIDGLLY. |




